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RAMBLERS RUSHCLIFFE GROUP 

 

FOOTPATH SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 
1 OCTOBER 2014 TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2015 

 
I am pleased to present the following report to the Annual General Meeting on rights of way, countryside 
and planning issues. 
 

1. Rights of way 
 
Area changes 
The area footpath committee has been replaced by the District coordinators meetings which have been 
reduced to quarterly with extra ones called if needed and being chaired by David Hunt. (one job less for 
me). The six district coordinators have also become responsible for reporting all problems reported in their 
areas instead of me doing it for the whole county. I continue to keep records of all of these for future 
reference etc. 
 
The Big Pathwatch / Path Warden Scheme / Ploughing and Cropping Surveys 
This is the Ramblers’ national initiative to get as many paths surveyed as possible.  I would say we have 
surveyed about 1/3 of the paths in our patch. However some bright spark has taken all the empty squares 
and submitted them for Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire. 
The Path Warden Scheme run by Nottinghamshire Area has taken a bit of a back seat whilst the Pathwatch 
has been running but next year will find me asking for more volunteers to survey paths once a year in their 
chosen parishes. 
This year has seen the reintroduction of the ploughing and cropping survey by Nottinghamshire County 
council. This involves volunteers including myself being given Parishes to go and inspect to see if all paths 
involved in arable farming are in the correct condition. I have just completed this autumn’s ploughing and 
cropping survey which has produced a failure rate of 36% of the paths surveyed. 
 
Thoroton Bridleway 3 Diversion 
This was a bridleway that we walked earlier in the year where the group split to walk the original route and 
the proposed one. Opinion was quite divided on this and in the end I objected due to drainage issues and 
the extra 500 metres added to this section. This could change if certain assurances can be given by the 
landowner on this and other matters. 
 
Car Colston Footpath 10 
This is where a path needs to be diverted as at present there is an eight foot wall in the way and has been 
rumbling along for a few years now. The latest news is that the County Council will be proposing another 
route which is the one we support.  
 
Bingham Footpath 11 
Another saga that has been running longer than Downton Abbey is the path that runs through Carnaervon 
Primary School. This path has finally been diverted to a more sensible line around the school, removing the 
anomaly that existed and giving a proper route for walkers whilst protecting the children. 
 
Owthorpe Footpath 12 
Several paths have been claimed in this area and await a decision. However this path which cuts through 
two gardens has resulted in one owner applying for an extinguishment of the route before any decision has 
been reached on the claim. We met the householder, his solicitor and Neil Lewis from Nottinghamshire 
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County Council and proposed an alternative route at the far end of their large garden but they still wished 
to pursue the extinguishment. Our view is that we will await the inspector’s   decision before discussing this 
further. 
 
2. Planning 
 
Solar Farms 
I have responded to two planning applications for solar farms, one at Cotgrave on land opposite the 
entrance to the golf club, the other off Mill Lane, Bradmore. The latter has been objected to due to the use 
of a bridleway during and after construction. Ramblers are in favour of renewable energy but this use of 
the bridleway conflicts with their policy. Earlier in the year I attended a consultation event concerning wish 
to construct a solar farm on the old tip site near Bassingfield which should it become an official application, 
I will object to. The reason for this is that a path goes straight through the middle of the site which would 
ruin the views from this raised ground across the Trent Valley. 
 
Ruddington 
There is an application for 250 dwellings on land off Asher Lane which is close to the Country Park which I 
have objected to due to lack of thorough traffic and parking surveys, the proximity to the park and lack of 
mention of the footpath on the lane. 
 
East Leake 
I have objected to amendments to an application for houses off Kirk Leys Road due to the removal of 
linking paths on the site and the parcelling up into different sections making it impossible to comment on 
other links. 
 
Thorpe in the Glebe 
An application was received to build 2 new chicken sheds at Windy Ridge Farm involving the diversion of a 
footpath which I have not objected to along as the ventilation is not across the path. 
 
Edwalton 
Two sections of land have been put forward on the Sharphill / Melton Road site to which I made objections 
due to the linking of multi-user routes to footpaths and the lack of any pedestrian link on the Melton Road 
section to the village. 
 
 Costock 
I have not raised any objections to the Chapel Lane proposed building of dwelling in the garden provided 
that the right of way passing property is protected. 
Horse Chestnut House close to the Red Lion site now being developed, and there is an application to build 
stable block and paddock. I have no objection provided that no animal waste or rainwater affects the path. 
 
3. County Council  
From April 206 the countryside access team will be split up with the Rights of Way maintenance and 
enforcement team joining the highways department in a stand-alone company and  will be run by a 
company presently called Cormack which does a similar job in Cornwall inevitably leading to more 
efficiency drives which is a polite way of saying cuts. The definitive map team who handle modification 
orders and other mapping issues will remain with the council as they are required to by law. 
 
Martin Smith 
Footpath Secretary 
November 2015 


