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RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION RUSHCLIFFE GROUP 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

HELD AT NORMANTON ON SOAR VILLAGE HALL, 
NORNMANTON ON SOAR, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE  

SUNDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2016 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Alan Wilson,(Chairman) Angela Dobie, Larraine Donovan, Martin Smith, Mike Stock, Keith Coxon,  

Lyn Coxon, David Brown, Keith Donovan, Rob Turner,  Liz Lister, Maggie Walsh, Chris Wrigley, Mike 

Spalton,   Rosemary Stevens, Charlie King, Morag Hunter, Jeremy Colls, Christine Gott, Vivien Hall, 

Karen Lewis, Peter Lewis, Brenda Bartle, Jean Gutteridge, Jane Varlow, Brian Palmer, Ruth Palmer, 

Stephen Matthews, Di Matthews, Hazel Hilton, Dominic Rouse, Jan Foulds, Paul Burns, Trevor 

Griffiths, Ceri Griffiths, Richard Parrey, Margaret Parrey and Rosemary Ison.  

1 CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS 
 The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming members.  He thanked Richard and 

Margaret Parrey for leading the walk, Mike Stock for setting the refreshments and 
Morag Hunter, Angela Dobie and Mike Stock for providing the cakes. 
 

2 APOLOGIES  
 Apologies were received from Elaine Robinson, Philippa Culshaw, Adriana Fallon, John 

Fallon, Jeremy Pratt, Pamela Duesbury and Rachel Tindsley 
 

3 MINUTES OF THE AGM  HELD ON 15 NOVEMBER 2015 
 The minutes of the meeting held on 15 November 2015 were agreed as a correct 

record of the meeting. 
 

4 MATTERS ARISING  
 There were no matters arising. 

 
5 ANNUAL REPORTS 
 
 
 

a) Secretary’s Report. 
The report is attached to these minutes.  
He mentioned the sad passing of Joyce Ellis who is much missed by everyone. He 
also paid tribute to Alan Wilson who despite being under the stress of caring for 
Joyce, continued to chair the group until the last few weeks of Joyce’s life. He also 
thanked Maggie Walsh for assuming the role of deputy chairman during that time. 
He said that the committee had met quarterly rather than bi-monthly and had 
once again provided an effective service to members under the able chairmanship 
of Alan Wilson.   
He pointed out that although the Group has the second highest membership in 
Nottinghamshire we do need to recruit younger members.  
He said that the varied walk programme offered something for everybody and he 
thanked Larraine Donovan for putting together the programme and encouraging 
new walk leaders. 
He said that Angela had once again excelled herself in organising the holidays and 
weekends away which were greatly enjoyed by the participants. There seems to 
be more ‘après walk’ activities in which participants enjoyed with gusto. He said 
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that for the coming year, Karen Lewis has volunteered to organise the autumn 
weekend away. 
He pointed out two errors in the report on social events. Firstly, it is Morag’s 
second year as Social Secretary and he omitted any mention of Rob Turner’s 
informative and interesting talk on his trip to the Galapagos Islands which was 
attended by 37 members at the Wolds Hotel. He will amend his report 
accordingly. He thanked Morag for organising an interesting social programme.  
Although it has been a quieter year, Alan Shiret has unobtrusively kept the website 
up to date and ensured that members have been informed of any issues affecting 
the Group. 
Finally, he pointed out that Martin Smith after many years as the District 
Coordinator for Rushcliffe is stepping down from this Area level role. This does not 
affect his role as our group Footpath Secretary. 
He thanked him for his work which has been vital in keeping footpaths open for us 
to enjoy.    
 

b) Footpath Secretary’s Report 
The report is attached to these minutes.  
Martin Smith updated the meeting developments at the following: 
 
 Holme Pierrepont Footpath:  He said that the flooding of the path was discussed 
at a site meeting on 8 November 2016when it was decided to sandbag where the 
water came over the banks of the Polser Brook. He said that he will look into the 
possibility identifying funding for and the viability of a boardwalk. 
Bingham Bridleway 23: He said that the reason for an extended temporary closure 
is that after test holes were dug on site asbestos was found which has delayed 
drainage works. 
 
Both the above reports were adopted unanimously. 

 
6 TREASURER’S REPORT AND STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
 Keith Coxon gave the following report. 

Last year the Treasurer Jeremy Pratt gave a rather gloomy review of our financial 

position. However, by working diligently Jeremy has been mainly responsible for 

improving our financial position, of which more shortly.  He said that he would like to 

pay tribute to Jeremy’s strenuous efforts to put the group on a more sustainable 

financial position and making the transition for him so effortless and to John Fallon for 

auditing the books. 

He explained that the accounts are presented as a Receipts and Payments account as 

recommended by the Ramblers. Unlike an Income and Expenditure account where 

the income and liabilities are related to the period covered in the accounts, this does 

not apply to these accounts, the date of payment or receipt being the determining 

factor.  When looking at the brought forward figures this gives a very confusing 

picture. 

In regard to the Main Account he said that there has been a reduction in expenditure 

for Meetings by £153.90 to £129.75 due to two AGM hall hires being in 2014-15 as 

well as a reduction of two committee meetings. The main increase in income from the 

£300 transferred from Self-funded to the Main Account representing funds that the 
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Committee judged would be better used in the running of the group. Jeremy was 

responsible for £180 of donations and is very keen on suggesting that members claim 

the amount that is their due for the group from Ramblers Holidays. 

He said The Self-funded account covers holiday and social matters, to an extent that is 

unusual in the Ramblers with a total income of £20,067 and expenditure of £24,365, 

the difference relating to a timing difference. It looks very confusing with the Holiday 

funds looking very different between the two years. Page 2 of the Self-funded shows 

the detailed makeup of the holidays and socials. He did not propose to go through the 

timing differences as they relate to the last financial year.  

He concluded by saying that the  year-end position for self-funded section shows a 

bank balance of £805.24 with a nil balance being owed to HF and £109 in hand for the 

Christmas lunch. The Main section shows an increase of £479.20 for the year to give a 

closing balance of £1,052.22, which is a very strong financial position. 

Jeremy Colls asked what comprised the £180.00 donation and questioned whether 

the Group should rely on such donations. In reply Keith Coxon said that £150.00 was a 

donation from Handelsbank for a walk Jeremy Pratt organised for it and £30.00 

donation from two members. Keith then acknowledged that the level of donations 

could not be guaranteed but in fact there could well be more money available for the 

coming financial year. His second question concerned the definition of Day Walks. 

Keith Coxon replied that these were a socials with a walking element such as the visit 

to Whatton gardens.   

The Chairman thanked Keith for his clear explanation of the accounts. 

It was proposed that the Report and Statement of Accounts be adopted. This was 

agreed unanimously. 

7 ELECTION OF COMMITTEE 
 The Chairman said that Maggie Walsh was standing down from the committee and 

that Hazel Hillton was willing to join the committee and take the role of joint Social 
Secretary with Morag Hunter. He thanked Maggie for her contribution.  
All the other members of the current committee have indicated that they are all 
prepared to continue in their respective roles.  
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There being no other nominations the Committee was elected unanimously and 
comprises:  
 

Position Member 

Chairman Alan Wilson 

Secretary Mike Stock 

Treasurer Keith Coxon 

Footpath Secretary Martin Smith 

Programme Secretary Larraine Donovan 

Joint Social Secretaries 
Morag Hunter and 
Hazel Hilton 

Membership Secretary Rob Turner 

Publicity Alan Shiret 

Weekends Away/Holiday Co-ordinator Angela Dobie 

Delegate to Area Council To be filled 

  
8  APPOINTMENT AN INDEPENDENT EXAMINER 
 The Chairman said that John Fallon was standing down as the Independent Examiner. 

He thanked John for his work in ensuring the accounts were a true and accurate 
record of the Group’s financial affairs. He informed the meeting that Brian Palmer was 
willing to take on this role. 
 
It was agreed unanimously that Brian Palmer be appointed as the Independent 
Examiner. 
 

9 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
a) Saturday Walks 

In answer to a question about whether there had been any Saturday walks, 
the Chairman said that Vivien Hall and Mike Spalton have led walks on a 
Saturday. It was suggested that Saturday walks could be timed to take place 
before a special Sunday such as Mothers’ Day or Easter Sunday.  

b) Date of Annual General Meetings  
The Chairman said that a request has been received not to have the Annual 
general Meeting on Remembrance Sunday. The Committee will consider this 
issue at its next meeting. 
 

 There being no other business the meeting closed at 14.25 hours. 

 


