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    RAMBLERS RUSHCLIFFE GROUP AGM 

SECRETARY’S REPORT  

1 OCTOBER 2015 TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2016 

1. Committee 

The following were elected at the Annual General Meeting held on 15 November 2015 to serve 
on the Committee for the following year. 
      

Position Committee Member 

Chairman Alan Wilson 

Secretary Mike Stock 

Treasurer Jeremy  Pratt  

Footpaths Martin Smith 

Rambles Programme Larraine Donovan 

Social Morag Hunter 

Membership Rob Turner 

Publicity Alan Shiret 

Weekends Away/Holiday 
Coordinator 

Angela Dobie 

Delegate to Area Council To be filled 

Committee member Margaret Walsh 

 
The Committee met 5 times during the year with an average attendance of 90%. 
 
Jeremy Pratt stepped down from the post of Treasurer during the year and the Committee 
pursuant to its power under Clause 6 (iii) appointed Keith Coxon to fill the vacancy. Many 
thanks to Jeremy for all his hard work over three years as Treasurer and for his help and support 
during the handover of the accounts to Keith. 
 
Although the post of delegate to the Area Council was not filled, Alan Wilson attended area 
meetings on behalf of the Group.  
 
As usual, I think that the Committee has provided an effective service to the membership in 
offering a varied programme of walks, social events managing the finances, dealing with 
footpath and other issues.  
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2. Membership 

The membership numbers are still increasing albeit not as much as last year.  The register of 
walkers has been continued for this year from which Rob derives a lot the data below.  
 

Table 1 - Membership Numbers (Central Office Figures) 
 

Year 2016 2015 Difference 

Membership 1st Oct 1 Sept   

Annual Individual 121 117 +4 

Annual  Joint 131 130 +1 

Annual Concession Individual 29 31 -2 

Annual Concession Joint 18 20 -2 

Life Individual 1  +1 

Life Concession Individual 2 2 - 

Life Concession Joint 8 6 +2 

TOTAL  310 306 +4 

 
 
 
Table 2 - Total participation in walks (from 1 Jan to 2 Oct 2016) 

 Sunday Mid week Short Kiddies Holidays Total 

Rushcliffe 670 196 278 5 281 1430 

Other Groups 83 34 19 0 14 150 

Non members 13 9 40 25 7 94 

Total 766 239 337 30 302 1674 

       

Number of walks 40 11 18 1 18 88 

Average per walk 19.2 21.7 18.7 30.0 16.8 19.0 

       

Individuals (RR) 83 63 72 5 65 135 
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Table 3 – Individuals taking part in all activities (from 1 Jan to 1 Oct 2016) 

Activity Walks Holidays Socials Total 

Rushcliffe 127 69 58 140 

Other Groups 57 4 3 68 

Non members 76 14 4 132 

Total 260 87 65 340 

 

140 Rushcliffe members out of the current group membership of 310 have participated in one or 
more activities (45%)  

3. Walks 

Table 4 – Walks (from 1 Oct 2015 to 30 Sept 2016) 

Walks Number of Walks Av Attendance 
per walk  

Weekend 51 21 

Midweek 14 17 

Sunday Short A.M 12 30 

Sunday Short P.M 9 8 

Total   86 19 

 

Thanks are due to all the walk leaders in providing a varied programme of walks hopefully to 
suit all tastes. 
 
Larraine as usual did a splendid job in encouraging walk leaders and preparing the two walks 
programmes.   
 
Jeremy Pratt has run the short walks programme with his customary enthusiasm. He also leads 
health walks from the Castle Health Care Practice every Tuesday.    

4. Walking Holidays 

Yet another successful year of holidays ably and efficiently organised by Angela.  
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a. Dovedale, Derbyshire April 2016 

Much closer to home than usual encouraged 64 members to spend the weekend at 
the HF Hotel Peveril Peak. The walks were of varying lengths so there something for 
everyone to enjoy. Après walk activities were organised by an ‘ad hoc’ social 
committee and comprised a quiz, raffle and a beetle drive. They even laid on some 
musical entertainment provided by the Radcliffe Ukulele Strummers singing a wide 
range of songs culminating in the Nottingham (Manchester) Rambler and the 
Proclaimers’ ‘I’m Gonna Walk 500 Miles’ which felt rather apt after we had slogged 
through the mud and up and down the hills. 

b. Mourne Mountains, Northern Ireland June 2016 

18 members ventured over the sea for a week’s walking in Northern Ireland. The week 
coincided with a walking festival in which the group participated. Walks were also led 
by Martin and Karen. At the Saturday Night Knees-Up Shindig, the group distinguished 
themselves on the dance floor dancing to the music of a traditional Irish band. Other 
slightly more sober activities include a trip to the Titanic Exhibition in Belfast.    

c. Gower Peninsular September 2016 

Once again 39 Ramblers plus 4 guests made the long trip to the Mumbles, an area of 
outstanding natural beauty. There was a full and varied programme of walks, the 
longest being a 13 mile coastal walk from Penmaen to Rhossili Other walks included 
Three Cliffs Bay, Oxwich Bay, Cefn Bryn, Pwildu Bay and the Clyn Valley. Wales is 
known for being the land of song and group of the Ramblers gave full voice to their 
singing talents on the Friday night in the pub. The locals were very understanding but 
possibly not impressed with the quality of the singing!  

d. London Walking Tour July 2016 

16 members travelled to St Pancras by train to embark on another walking tour. After 
a lunch in a garden at the top of a skyscraper, the party strolled around Docklands 
Wharf taking in Crossrail station, garden squares, skyscrapers and the waterways 
down to the River Thames crossing via the Greenwich foot tunnel and to reach the 
Cutty Sark. The Group then headed into Greenwich Park walking up to the Royal 
Observatory and the Meridian Line. From Greenwich Pier the group took to the water 
and travelled on the Thames Clipper to Blackfriars. The walking tour ended walking 
back from Blackfriars to the Euston Road and Kings Cross area where the group 
enjoyed a meal together before catching the train back to Nottingham.   

5. Social Events 

In her first year as Social Secretary, Morag organised a varied programme of events for 
members.   

a. Christmas Dinner  

60 people booked for this event held at the Poppy and Pint. Organising an event such 
as this takes a lot of time effort but unfortunately the meal was adequate at best and 
there were delays between courses. On the brighter side Pam (our poetess laureate) 
entertained us with her ‘Review of the Rushcliffe Ramblers’ Year’ poem and the 
afternoon concluded with the raffle.   
 
 



Secretary’s Report to the AGM 2016 Page 5 
 

b. First Aid Refresher Course  
18 members attended this course held at Highfields Fire Station. Following on from 
the course last year at which Wendy demonstrated various life-saving skills this course 
she instructed the attendees how to deal with a variety of injuries. Thanks to Wendy 
for her excellent presentation. After the course there was a tour of the station. A 
donation of £55.00 was made in aid of the Firefighters’ Fund. 

c. Pétanque Evening 

An enjoyable evening of pétanque took place at the Plough Inn at Normanton on the 
Wolds. Some of the games were fiercely contested whilst others were more relaxed. A 
barbecue was also laid on for the hungry participants.      

6. Website 

Alan Shiret has done an excellent job of keeping our website up to date.   

Mike Stock 
Secretary 
November 2016 

  


