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    RAMBLERS RUSHCLIFFE GROUP AGM 

SECRETARY’S REPORT  

1 OCTOBER 2014 TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2015 

1. Committee 

The following were elected at the Annual General Meeting held on 16 November 2014 to serve 
on the Committee for the following year. 
      

Position Committee Member 

Chairman Alan Wilson 

Secretary Mike Stock 

Treasurer Jeremy  Pratt  

Footpaths Martin Smith 

Rambles Programme Larraine Donovan 

Social Morag Hunter 

Membership Rob Turner 

Publicity Alan Shiret 

Weekends Away/Holiday 
Cordinator 

Angela Dobie 

Delegate to Area Council To be filled 

Committee member Margaret Walsh 

 
The Committee met six times during the year with an average attendance of 90%. 
 
Although the post of delegate to the Area Council was not filled, Alan Wilson attended area 
meetings on behalf of the Group.  
 
As usual, I think that the Committee has provided an effective service to the membership in 
offering a varied programme of walks, social events managing the finances, dealing with 
footpath and other issues.  

2. Membership 

In his first year as membership secretary, Rob has built on the work that Dennis did so 
efficiently for many years. As you can see from the table below we have once again increased 
our membership numbers which goes against the general trend of falling membership numbers 
in other groups.  
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Table 1 - Membership Numbers 
 

Year 2015 2014 Difference 

Membership 1 Sept  31 Aug  

Annual Individual 117 110 +7 

Annual  Joint 130 125 +5 

Annual Concession Individual 31 31 - 

Annual Concession Joint 20 17 +3 

Life Concession Individual 2 2 - 

Life Concession Joint 6      6 - 

TOTAL  306 291 +15 

 
As one of his tasks, Rob wanted to find out how many of our 300 members took part in any of our 
programme of activities. The first step was to find out who went on our walks so walk logs were 
introduced on 8 February 2014. The walk leaders diligently collected all the names of the walkers 
and which walking groups, if any, that they belonged to. He then added the lists of participants in 
social activities and holidays/weekends away, and as a result a broader picture of who was doing 
what emerged as shown in the following tables: 
 
Table 2 - Total participation in walks (from 8 Feb to 12 Sept 2015) 

 Sunday Mid week Short Kiddies Total 

Rushcliffe 588 256 231 4 1079 

Other Groups 60 18 23 0 101 

Non members 12 12 42 25 91 

Total 660 286 296 29 1271 

      

Number of walks 30 16 18 1 65 

Average per walk 22.0 17.9 16.4 29.0 19.6 

      

Individuals (RR) 82 63 61 4 128 
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Table 3 – Individuals taking part in all activities (from 8 Feb to 12 Sept 2015) 

Activity Walks Holidays Socials Total 

Rushcliffe 128 53 56 141 

Other Groups 52 0 2 54 

Non members 72 1 5 77 

Total 252 54 63 272 

 

Ramblers Head Office estimate that about 33% of members are active participants so it is very 
interesting for us to learn that Rushcliffe Group had 46% of members (i.e.141 out of the current 
306 membership) doing one or more activities. Undoubtedly, the introduction of the short walks 
programme last year has boosted this figure. 

That still leaves a lot of members who don’t join in with any activities. Whilst some people may 
well be happy to just be members, any ideas are always welcome as we have the means to 
monitor and assess these for possible inclusion into our published programme.  

3. Walks 

During the year, there were 48 weekend walks and 17 mid-week walks. The average attendance 
for the weekend walks was 25 and the midweek walks 22. The longest walk was 12 miles. 
Thanks are due to the 37 walk leaders for providing interesting and varied walks. A list of walks 
has been attached to this report. 
 
Larraine as usual did a splendid job in encouraging walk leaders and preparing the two walks 
programmes.   
 
Jeremy Pratt continued to lead with assistance from others on occasions with the short walks 
programme. There were in total 23 walks (both morning and afternoon) throughout the year 
with an average attendance of 18. On one walk there were 44 walkers.  

4. Walking Holidays 

I am running out of superlatives to adequately describe the walking holidays that Angela so 
competently organises. Suffice to say that it has been another successful year. One 
innovation is that we now have our own ‘Poet Laureate’ in Pam who provides a poem in 
honour of anyone celebrating a birthday.  

a. Isle of Wight April 2015 

The first of two ‘overseas’ holidays saw 37 members attend this weekend away. 
Unfortunately the weather was disappointing in that the low cloud of the first two 
days spoilt the views but this did not detract from the enjoyment of the weekend. We 
had two short walks on the first and third days and a long walk the Saturday. The HF 
hotel was clean and comfortable and reasonable choice of menu to suit most tastes. 
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b. Scilly Isles June 2015 

For the second adventure ‘overseas’, 27 members made the long journey to the south 
western tip of the British Isles to the Scilly Isles. The weather was mostly blue skies 
with lots of sun, clear calm seas, white beaches and an amazing array of flora and 
tame bird life.  Non-walking activities included a boat trip around the uninhabited 
islands looking at puffins and seals. 

c. Haltwhistle  

The autumn weekend way was attended by 27 members. Once again it was extremely 
enjoyable with excellent evening meals. The varied programme of walks included a 5 
mile undulating walk along the River Allen with some strenuous climbs, three walks of 
11.5miles, 6.0 miles and 5.2 miles respectively taking in Hadrian’s Wall.  

d.  Walking Tour 

11 members took the train to London for a walking tour of its green spaces and lesser 
known attractions. This was followed by an evening meal before returning to 
Nottingham. The day was enjoyed by all and hopefully another tour will be organised 
for next year. 

5. Social Events 

In her first year as Social Secretary, Morag organised a varied programme of events for 
members.   

a. Christmas Dinner  

The Christmas lunch was held on 14 December 2014 at Country Cottage Hotel at 
Ruddington. Many thanks to Richard for organising this event.  

b. First Aid Refresher Course  
17 members attended this course held at Highfields Fire Station. Thanks to Wendy for 
her excellent presentation and demonstration of various life-saving skills. After the 
course there was a tour of the station. A donation of £42.00 was made in aid of the 
Firefigthers’ Fund. 

c. Skittles Evening 

A cut-throat contest was held between the Alley Cats and the Dirty Dozen at the 
Embankment Club after which we were served with a fish and chip supper. 

d. Whatton House and Gardens 

This popular event was attended by 47 members who enjoyed the magnificent 
gardens and the tea and homemade cakes served by the Lady of the Manor. 

e. Nottingham and the Great War 

20 people attended an interesting tour which explored the little known connections 
between Nottingham and the Great War. The walk started in the Castle grounds and 
finished at the memorial in the Lace Market which was temptingly near the Pitcher 
and Piano where several of us retreated to for some liquid refreshment.  

6. Website 

Alan Shiret has spent a considerable amount of time and energy converting our website 
from Joolma 2.5 to Joolma 3.0. The result is an impressive website for which Alan is to be 
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congratulated. Among other things, he has created generic email addresses for the 
committee members.   

Mike Stock 
Secretary 
November 2015 

  


