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    RAMBLERS RUSHCLIFFE GROUP AGM 

SECRETARY’S REPORT  

1 OCTOBER 2016 TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2017 

1. Committee 

The following were elected at the Annual General Meeting held on 13 November 2016 to serve 
on the Committee for the following year. 
      

Position Committee Member 

Chairman Alan Wilson 

Secretary Mike Stock 

Treasurer Keith Coxon 

Footpath Secretary Martin Smith 

Rambles Programme Larraine Donovan 

Joint Social Secretaries 
Morag Hunter and Hazel 
Hilton 

Membership Rob Turner 

Publicity Alan Shiret 

Weekends Away/Holiday 
Coordinator 

Angela Dobie 

Delegate to Area Council To be filled 

 
The Committee met 4 times during the year with an average attendance of 86%. 
 
Although the post of delegate to the Area Council was not filled, Alan Wilson attended area 
meetings on behalf of the Group.  
 
As usual, I think that the Committee has provided an effective service to the membership in 
offering a varied programme of walks, social events, managing the finances and dealing with 
footpath and other issues.  

2. Membership 

The membership numbers are still increasing albeit not as much as last year.  The register of 
walkers has been continued for this year from which Rob derives a lot the data below. A 
complete list of the walks is shown in Appendix No 1 of this report. 
 
In addition Rob sent out a questionnaire to members with the purpose of finding out members’ 
views on such topics of walk distances, walk frequencies size of organised walk groups and 
obstacles causing problems.  Attached to this report at Appendix No2 is as summary of the 
findings.   For more detailed information members can view the results on our website  
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Table 1 Membership as 1st October 2017 (Central Office figures) 
 

Year 2017 2016 Difference 

Membership 1st Oct 1 Oct   

Annual Individual 128 121 +7 

Annual  Joint 134 131 +3 

Annual Concession Individual 31 29 +2 

Annual Concession Joint 14 18 -4 

Life Individual 1 1 0 

Life Concession Individual 2 2 0 

Life Concession Joint 9 8 +1 

TOTAL  319 310 +9 

 
Table 2 Total participation in walks from 1 January 2017 to 14th October 2017 

 Weekend Mid-week Short Kiddies Holidays Total 

Rushcliffe 716 267 290 0 290 1,705 

Other Groups 75 24 28 0 24 158 

Non members 24 30 74 0 0 128 

Total 815 321 392 0 314 1,991 

Number of walks 41 14 18 0 20 92 

Average per walk 19.9 22.9 21.8 0 15.7 21.6 

Individuals (RR) 98 92 82 0 50 154 

 

Table 3 Individuals participating in all our activities 

Activity Walks Holidays Socials Total 

Rushcliffe 153 50 39 154 

Other Groups 55 3 0 55 

Non members 83 0 0 83 

Total 291 53 39 292 
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154 Rushcliffe members out of the current 319 group membership have participated in one or more 
of our walks or other activities (48%).   

Once again Larraine has done a magnificent job in producing an informative and illustrated walks 
programme, gently cajoling members to lead walks. The programme presentation is a great 
advertisement for the group.  
 
None of the walks would be possible without the enthusiasm of the walk leaders in providing 
interesting and varied walks. 
 
Finally Jeremy Pratt has run the short walks programme and health walks with his customary 
enthusiasm ably assisted by Martin Smith. Mention should also be made that of late other help has 
become available to assist Jeremy.    

3. Walking Holidays 

Yet another successful year of holidays ably and efficiently organised by Angela (Abingworth and 
Mayrhofen), Karen (Pateley Bridge) and Hazel Lee (London Walking Tour).  

a. Abingworth, South Downs 28 April – 1 May 2017 

43 members set out in late April to make the long journey south to Abingworth for a 
weekend of walking. There were 3 walks of varying lengths on the Saturday and Sunday. The 
two long walks took in some splendid views of the Sussex Downs and even provided a 
spectacle of a marathon on the Sunday. Après walk entertainment took the form of quizzes, 
games and general chatter. Angela organised an impromptu game of croquet after one walk. 
The weekend ended on Monday with an easy walk from Rudgwick followed by a pub lunch 
before we headed up the M1 to Nottingham.  Many thanks to Angela for her superb 
organisation and the walk leaders. 

b. Mayrhofen, Austria 24 June – 1 July 

31 bleary-eyed ramblers met at Birmingham airport for the early morning flight to Munich 
followed by a coach journey to Mayrhofen where a warm welcome awaited us at the hotel. 
As usual there was a varied programme of walks to suit most tastes, the longer walks being 
rather strenuous at times but the magnificent scenery was worth it. On the free day some 
members took in a tour in an ice cave and others took the train to see more of the area. For 
one member who attended an equestrian event, there was the embarrassment of having a 
vet removing some splinters from a delicate part of her anatomy.  Many thanks are due to 
the walk leaders and particularly Joe Colls who spent a lot of time poring over maps to plan 
the walks.  

c. Pateley Bridge 22 -24 September 2017 
27 Ramblers made their way to the ‘Broadacres’ for the Autumn weekend away. Attendees 
had a choice of walks of varying lengths as well as places to visit for instead of walking. The 
weekend was rounded off with a drink at the rather quirky Craven Arms. Thanks to the walk 
leaders and especially to the weekend organiser Karen Lewis.  
 

d. London Walking Tour August 2017 

19 members took the train to London for the annual walking tour of the capital. Starting 
from Highgate underground, the group walked into the village to Waterlow Park for a picnic 
lunch. This was followed by a guided tour of Highgate East cemetery, the resting place of 
some famous people. The group walked to Hampstead Heath via Kenwood House and then 
on to Parliament Hill for a superb panoramic view of London. The group made its way back 
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to Euston Road for an evening meal before returning to Nottingham. Many thanks to Hazel 
Lee for her excellent organisation.  

4. Social Events 

This year Morag was joined by Hazel Hilton and between them this dynamic duo organised a 
varied programme of events for members.   

a. Christmas Dinner  
66 people attended the lunch at Ashmore’s restaurant. The food and service were very good 
with the added bonus that we had exclusive use of the restaurant. Pam our resident poetess 
laureate again entertained us with a review of the Rushcliffe Year.  Our chairman Alan 
Wilson presented Jeremy Pratt with a Ramblers’ Volunteer Award Certificate and a 
Ramblers’ fleece for his efforts in leading the health walks, the short walks’ programme and 
the recruitment new members. The afternoon concluded with the raffle. 

b. Going to the Dogs – Greyhound Racing  
23 participants enjoyed an evening at the Nottingham Greyhound Stadium with good food 
and service. Punters could watch and bet on the races without leaving the comfort of 
restaurant. It was noted that one or two of our company made a profit on the night. 

c. Malt Cross Tour 

This informative tour, suggested by Martin Smith, was well-received by 20 members. The 
guide was engaging and knowledgeable on the history of the Malt Cross. After the tour 19 
people stayed for lunch. 
     

d.  Five Weirs Walk and Folk Train 
21 people attended this event in Sheffield organised by John and Adriana Fallon. The group 
met at Sheffield train station, for a walk taking in the five weirs. Ably led by John who 
revelled in the opportunity to enthusiastically impart his knowledge of and passion for his 
home city. At the end of walk at Meadow Hall we took the train back into the centre of 
Sheffield for a meal and a pint. We reassembled at the station to take the Folk Train to Edale 
for an evening of clog dancing and live music at the Rambler Inn to finish an excellent day 
out before travelling back to Nottingham.  

5. Website 

Alan Shiret has done an excellent job of keeping our website up to date.   

Mike Stock 
Secretary 
19 November 2017 

  


