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 Rushcliffe Ramblers 

Weekend Away – Dovedale, Derbyshire 
8/11 April 2016 

 

PROGRAMME 

 
The HF Hotel, Peveril of the Peak, takes its name from the Walter Scott 
novel. It’s situated in the village of Thorpe, Dovedale. Directions to the 

hotel are found in the HF leaflet, which I hope to get to you before our 
departure. 
 

Below is the programme of walks.  You are invited to take part in the 
walks each day, but if you wish to do something else, that is fine too.  

Just don’t add your name to the list. Lists will be available each evening 
and will be somewhere near the food order sheets for the following day. 
Make your choices and add your name to the list for that walk; this is so 

the walk leader knows who to expect. If you change your mind before the 
start of the walk, please inform the walk leader so that the group isn’t 

kept waiting for you.  
 
We have tried to provide walks for all abilities, but we are limited to the 

terrain. The short walks may have ascents and descents but these will be 
taken slowly with everyone going at their own pace. Hopefully there is 

something for everyone most days. Mobile numbers are given in case you 
have difficulty getting to the start of a walk. If the weather doesn’t behave 

itself there may be changes or even cancellations.  In these circumstances 
a decision will be made as soon as is possible and circulated round the 
group. Please be aware that changes may take place. 

 

The varying start times for the Friday walks should allow people travelling 

together and who want to do different walks to get to the different 
starting places in time for each walk. 

 

Friday 8 April  
Long walk 10miles, moderate 

Meet at 11am at Stanton grid reference SK125 460 at the Gilbert 
Sheldon village hall (a small amount of parking at the hall, otherwise on-

street parking.  Please park prettily) 
The walk encompasses the area close to the Weaver Hills, Wootton Park 
and the village of Ellastone. Interesting scenery of the Lower Dove Valley 

with points of historical interest. Bring a packed lunch.  
Walk leader: Brian Tel: 07999 978638 
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Medium walk 6 miles 
Meet at 12.30 near the Shoulder of Mutton pub, Osmaston, post 

code DE6 1LW. Arrive earlier if you want to visit the pub before the start 
of the walk. There is parking at the village hall otherwise, please park 

tidily in the village. 
Walking through Osmaston Park to Shirley and Wyaston. Pretty scenery 
with lots of ups and downs. Bring a packed lunch.  

Walk leaders: Keith D and Larraine mobile: 07762 138056 
 

Short walk 4.5 miles 
Meet from 12.00pm at the Old Dog, Spend Lane, Thorpe DE6 2AT 
for lunch or a drink (booking not required).  The walk starts at 1.30pm 

from The Peveril of the Peak car park DE6 2AW.  This is on the right, 
a couple of mins driving downhill from the pub. 

It won’t be possible to access rooms prior to the walk.  
A walk along a stretch of the Tissington Trail visiting Tissington village and 
tearooms. There is a short, steep climb out of Thorpe and a gradual climb 

out of Tissington otherwise the walk is fairly flat or gentle downhill. 
Walk leader: James mobile: 07582 377471 
 

It is planned that all groups should arrive at the Hotel by 4.30/4.45pm in 

time for tea/coffee and biscuits/cake. If you wish to participate you may 
need to sort your bags/rooms after tea. 

 

6.30pm Drinks reception 
 

After dinner entertainment: a quiz.  It’s not serious; everyone will know 
some of the answers.   
 

Saturday 9 April 
Today we have 3 walks, all leaving from the front door of the hotel.  

Don’t forget to order/pick up your packed lunch (included in the 
cost). 

 
Long walk 13 miles 650m of ascent, strenuous 
Meet at 9.30am at the front door 

The walk is undulating starting out east to Fenny Bentley, then the 
villages of Bradbourne, Parwich and Alsop-en-le-Dale before returning 

south along the ridge above Dove Dale.  
Walk leader: Jeremy C and Morag mobile: 07760 458 791 
 

Medium walk 8.5-9 miles 
Meet at 10am at the front door 

This is a scenic walk with lovely views to Mapleton, Okeover Park and 
Blore Pastures returning along the River Dove. Mainly riverside or field 
tracks with one gradual incline. Expect some mud. 

Walk leader: Christine mobile: 07905 850163 
 

Short walk 5 miles moderate 
Meet at 10.30am at the front door. 
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The walk includes beautiful views of the Peak District: Dovedale, Lindale, 
Ilam Country Park, the famous stepping stones over the River Dove and 

Caldwell Bridge once used as the pack horse route to Cheadle. There are 
ascents and descents, several stiles ans the route along the river may be 

muddy. On the return the route passes the conical hill of Thorpe Cloud. 
There’s a National Trust café at Ilam Hall  
Walk leaders: Maggie & Chris mobile: 07751 078899 

 
After dinner entertainment: a musical surprise 

 
Sunday 10 April 
Again, we have 3 walks for you to choose from. For the longer and 

medium walks we will be travelling about 35mins to the Roaches; north 
west of Thorpe; the short walk start isn’t too far from the hotel but will 

also involve driving. Please meet at the front door at the appropriate time 
for directions and to agree car-sharing arrangements. Either travel in 
clean shoes or bring clean shoes for the return journey especially if 

travelling in somebody else’s car. 
Don’t forget to order/pick up your packed lunch 

 
Long walk 9 miles 

Meet at the front door at 9.30am for onward travel to Tittesworth 
Reservoir Visitors Centre. Parking charges £4.70 
Post code: ST13 8SW Grid reference: SJ993 602 

A walk along lanes, farm tracks and rough ground with some modest 
climbs on an undulating route. Sheer drops along the Roaches and Hen 

Cloud. We’ll pass Doxey Pool and Rockhall before ascending Hen Cloud. 
Walk leader: Rosemary mobile: 07342 042147 
 

Medium walk 7 miles with a total ascent of 1210ft 
Meet at the front door at 10.00am for onward travel to the car 

park at Gradbach Grid reference: SJ998 663 Post code of the nearby 
YHA is SK17 0SU.  
A moderate undulating walk over moorland, woodland and on the 

Roaches. Includes 2 steep climbs and one difficult stile.   
Walk leader: Martin mobile: 07745 274561 

 
Short walk 5 miles 
Meet at the front door at 10.15am for onward travel to Moor Lane Car 

Park, grid ref: 194 645  

Directions: From Thorpe head to the A515 Buxton Road and travel north 

to the Parsley Hay junction (Pilsbury on the left). Turn right then right 

again along Long Rake. At the fork go right into Moor Lane also signed 
Quiet Lane and the car park is on your right. 

Good paths including a stretch of the Limestone Way to Cales Dale and 
Lathkill Dale via Over Haddon before returning up Back Lane to the car 

park. 
Walk leader: Anne mobile: 07763 245756 
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After the walk: Visit Arbor Low situated/signed on the left of Long Rake on 

returning to the A515. This stone circle is said to be the finest Stone Age 
‘henge’ monument in the north of England. 

Visit Moneyash with its popular café on the village green and nearby pub. 

 
Evening entertainment: A Beetle Drive  
 

Monday 11 April 
Rooms should be vacated by 10am.  We’ll travel north to Wetton, where 

we’ll leave the cars in the village car park.  
 
Directions: Take the Ilam road from Thorpe.  Shortly after Ilam, fork right 

to Stanshope and Wetton. This brings you into Wetton on the Ashbourne 
Road, turn right at the T junction, then first left into Carr Lane.  Wetton 

car park is on the right after 100 yds. Continue through Wetton to the Mill 
for those joining the short walk. Drive carefully as the roads are narrow 
and passing other vehicles can be tricky. 

An alternative route is via the A515 via Milldale with the final approach the 
same. 

 
If you require a packed lunch for today, please order the evening before.  

There will be a charge payable directly to the Hotel.  The later start of the 
short walk should give time for dropping off in Wetton for those travelling 
together who want to do different length walks. 

   
Long walk 12miles 860m ascent, strenuous 

Meet at 10.30 in Wetton village car park, grid reference SK109 552, 
nearest post code DE6 2AF. Toilets. Approx 6 miles drive from the HF 
hotel. 

From Wetton we’ll head north enjoying the view from Wetton Hiil; descend 
to the Manifold Valley at Ecton Bridge, then loop round via Warslow and 

Butterton to cross the river again at Wetton Mill. We’ll then head for 
Grindon before returning to Wetton past Beeston Tor. 
Bring a packed lunch.   

Walk leaders: Jeremy C and Morag mobile: 07760 458 791 
 

Medium walk: 7.8 miles with an ascent of 1,000ft/303 metres, 
moderate 
Meet at 10.30 in Wetton village car park, grid reference SK109 552, 

nearest post code DE6 2AF. Toilets. Approx 6 miles drive from the HF 
hotel. 

The Manifold Valley: a route along the Manifold Trail with excellent views 
throughout. The route takes us to Thor’s Cave, the limestone outcrop of 
Beeston Tor, Throwley Old Hall and Castern Hall. Bring a packed lunch. 

Walk leader: Adriana and John mobile: 07889 791910 
 

Short Walk: 4.5 miles 
Meet at 10.45 at Wetton Mill car park, grid ref: 095 561 
An underground river and a huge cave: Easy walking along the Manifold 

Valley (the old Leek & Manifold railway line) to Thor’s Cave, although 
there may be a steep climb up a grassy slope returning via steps. 



 5 

For lunch, there is a café at the mill, a pub in Wetton or bring a packed 
lunch with you.  Bring a snack and a drink for during the walk. 

Walk leader: Anne mobile: 07763 245756 
 

 
 

Participants (61) 

 

Adriana & John Fallon, Karen & Peter Lewis, Morag Hunter, Jeremy Colls, 
Alan Wilson, Joyce Ellis, Di & Stephen Matthews, Pam Duesbury, Jeremy 

Pratt, Larraine & Keith Donovan, Angela & James Dobie, Sue & Alan 
Shiret, Brenda & Malcolm Ginever, Maggie Walsh, Chris Wrigley, David & 
Loes Brown, David & Ingrid Giles, Rachel Tindsley, Charlie King, Ruth & 

Brian Palmer, Jackie & Peter Hilton, Vivien Hall, Linda Morgan, Jean 
Ringshaw, Claire & Keith Coxon, Elaine & Geoff Brown, Brenda Bartle, 

Jackie Norris, Martin Smith, Jan Foulds, Mike Stock, Hazel Hilton, Anne 
Toombs, Christine Gott, Wendy Fletcher, Barbara Spencer, Rosemary 
Stevens, Jed Hillary, Gill Eyre, Bill Grieves, Jean Shaw, Angela Newsham, 

Elizabth Dalton, Cynthia Marette, Lyn Coxon, Liz Lister. Philippa Culshaw, 
Margaret Hunt. 

 

 
 


