
Rushcliffe Ramblers 
Weekend Away – Holmfirth, Yorkshire 

26-28 September 2014 

PROGRAMME 
 

 
 

Located in the heart of the beautiful Holme Valley, Holmfirth is a small town that sits 

just north of the Peak District in West Yorkshire. The town is better known as the 

location for the popular BBC TV series Last of the Summer Wine, with thousands of fans 

making the journey every year to visit such locations as Sid's Cafe and Nora Batty's 

Steps. Whilst Last of the Summer Wine is a major visitor attraction, it certainly isn't the 

only reason people visit Holmfirth. With its breathtaking scenery across the Holme 

Valley, Holmfirth is also popular with walkers and wildlife enthusiasts alike, and if that 

isn't enough there are some wonderful attractions to be seen in the town itself.  The 

scenery across Holmfirth, the Holme Valley and surrounding area is spectacular all year 

round. The terrain is best described as undulating and the only flat area is along the 

Huddersfield canal. 

Good Beer Guide pub: the Rose and Crown known as the Nook: 

http://thenookbrewhouse.co.uk/the-nook-pub/ 

 

For those arriving early. Thursday night: 
OPEN MIC IN THE BOX OFFICE BAR of the Picture Dome (next door to the Old Bridge 
Hotel) 

 
 

Friday 26 September 
Meet at 11.30am in Flockton (approx 1.5 hours drive from West 
Bridgford) for a walk of about 8 miles including the Emley Circular with views 
of the Upper Dearne Valley. 
Walk leaders: Adriana and John – mobile telephones: 07889 791910 & 07770 
408070.  Bring a packed lunch; no toilet facilities at start of walk. 
Starting point: Flockton, on Park Side, just off the A637 in the middle of the 
village, by a zebra crossing.  Grid Reference is SE 242 150 and the postcode 
(for sat navs) is WF4 4AD. 
 

http://www.holmfirth.org/last-of-the-summer-wine/
http://www.holmfirth.org/holmfirth-photos/
http://www.holmfirth.org/holme-valley-walks/
http://thenookbrewhouse.co.uk/the-nook-pub/
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Flockton has Scandinavian origins and is believed to mean Floki’s farmstead. Cistercian 

monks from North Yorkshire arrived in the 1300s. They dug out bell pits for iron ore, 

which are still visible today and farmed sheep. They stayed in the area until Henry VIII 

dissolved the monasteries in the 1500s. 

Emley’ the medieval town that never grew. It was bypassed by the Industrial Revolution 

as it had no waterpower.  Emley was granted a Royal Charter in 1253 to hold weekly 

markets. The Stone Cross is the remains of the Market Cross, the upper part of which 

was destroyed during the English Civil War. 

 

The Emley Moor communications mast was completed in 1971 and is visible from many 

places around the area.  The tower stands 1,084ft (330.4m) and has Grade II listing 

status 

 

Evening Meal: 7.30 The Old Bridge Inn 
 

Saturday 27 September 
Today we walk from the doorstep of the Old Bridge Inn 
Meet at 9.30 for a choice of a 13miles or an 8miles walk, all leaving the 
Old Bridge Inn and starting in the same direction.   
There is also a 3rd and a 4th option.   
If you’d like to take part in the walks to savour the fantastic countryside but 
find these walks to long there is the option to catch the bus from Holmfirth 
bus station (situated almost next to the hotel) to Holme and to meet in the 
pub for lunch before tackling the remainder of the walk.  This makes the walk 
4.5miles approx shorter. Alternatively you can walk to Holme where the two 
groups split and return on the bus.  The bus times are given at the end of the 
programme. 
 
13miles approx  
This is a repeat of the Saturday walk undertaken 14 years ago when the 
group was last in Holmfirth and can best be described as undulating.  We 
head south-west to Digley Reservoir, then following the Kirklees Way we head 

for Holme. After lunch we’ll cross between the Ramsden and Brownhill 
Reservoirs and then head for Jackson Bridge and the White Horse Inn where 
the notorious tale of Larraine and a pub bench can be retold/re-enacted?  The 
White Horse was often seen in the TV series ‘Last of the Summer Wine’ and 
since our last visit has undergone a refurbishment.  Walk leader: Angela ably 
assisted by Martin 
Lunch 
On arrival in Holme and before the two groups part company we will stop at 
the Fleece for lunch.  Sandwiches need to be ordered in advance and the 
menu is shown at the end of the programme. 

8miles 
This walk starts off in the same direction and continuing together as far as 
Holme, stopping at the Fleece for lunch.  After lunch the route continues to 
Ridding Wood Reservior and then returns via Dobb before picking up the 
riverside path for Holmfirth. Walk leader: Elaine 
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Please note that for both walks there are lots of stiles including squeezer 
stiles suitable only for tall skinny people and the terrain is very undulating but 
giving magnificent views almost all along the way. 
 

Evening Meal: 7.30 The Old Bridge Inn 
 

Sunday 28 September 
An 8miles walk from Marsden, west of Holmfirth. To get there: pick up the 
B6707, north of Holmfirth. 
Meet at 10.30am in the car park adjacent to the railway station and NT 
exhibition in Marsden. 
After leaving Marsden we’ll climb onto Marsden Moor. There will be an 
optional climb up Pule Hill and we should all see views over the Wessendon 
Valley. For those wanting a shorter walk it may be possible to cut the walk to 
4.5 miles approx by following the route up Pule Hill and back.  Walk leader: 
Mike Sp and Jack 
Bring a packed lunch 
 
This area is the lowest crossing point of the Pennines and was the link between the 

Legionary Roman Forts of Chester and York.  The road was built in AD80. Later in 1794 

with the building of the Huddersfield Narrow Canal, the Standedge Tunnel was built 

linking Marsden and Standedge through the Pennines.  Although this increased trade it 

was never very successful as it didn’t include a towpath and so men had lie on their backs 

and ‘leg it’ through the tunnel whilst the horse was taken over the top.  In 1849 the canal 

helped make considerable savings removing materials in the building of the railway 

line/tunnel to Manchester. 

After the walk visit Tunnel End where there’s also a tea shop.. 

 

Buses from Holmfirth Bus Station to Holme leave: 
No 314 – hourly at 13 or 14 mins past the hour 
No 316 – hourly at 45 mins past the hour 
 
Return from Holme to Holmfirth – 35 or 36 mins past the hour 
The journey is approximately 14 mins. 

 

The Fleece menu 
Sandwiches served on white or brown bloomer with dressed salad, all 
£6.95 
Ham & honey curry mayo        
Crayfish, crisp lettuce & lemon & lime mayo  
Roast topside with Yorkshire pickle 
Isel of Man mature Cheddar with sun blushed tomato chutney 
Mexican chicken, Cos lettuce & Chipotle mayo 
Tuna mayo & cucumber 
 
Hot baguette with dressed salad (also available gluten free) all at £7.95 
Topside with onion gravy 
Loin of pork with apple sauce    
Chargrilled steak with grain mustard & onions 
Crispy bacon & Somerset Brie 
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Cripsy bacon, Cos lettuce, beef tomato & mayo 
Cajun chicken, bacon, iceberg lettuce, tomato & mayo 
Tuna mayo & Cheddar melt 
Chestnut mushrooms & Cheddar melt 
Slow roasted sweet peppers, red onion & Normandy Camembert 
Sausage, fried onions & mustard mayo 
 
Please let me have your order by Monday 22 September.  Pay for your 
sandwich at the bar when ordering your drinks. 

 
 
Suggestions for non-walkers 
 
For walks along the canal see: http://www.yorkshire-visitors-guide.com/colne-valley-
walk.html 
 
Huddersfield town centre walk: 
http://huddersfieldhistory.files.wordpress.com/2010/05/suffrage-walks.pdf 
 
http://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/luddite-trail-leaflet-final.pdf 
 
Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
http://www.ysp.co.uk/media/editor/file/FD7967_YSP_What's%20On_Summer%202014%20W
EB%20SMALL.pdf 
The only one of its kind, Yorkshire Sculpture Park is an international centre for modern and 
contemporary art, experienced and enjoyed by thousands of visitors every year. 
 
Explore open-air displays by some of the world’s finest artists, enjoy fascinating exhibitions throughout 
four stunning galleries, be inspired by the natural beauty of an historic estate, and get involved in a 
dynamic line up of events and activities. 
 
Find Us 
The best postcode for sat nav is WF4 4JX.  Admission is free, parking charges apply. 

Holmfirth walk: http://www.ashley-jackson.co.uk/pages/take-a-walk-with-ashley 
 
 

Attendees: 
Larraine & Keith Donovan, Elaine & John Robinson, Angela Dobie, Dennis & 
Shirley Fox, Joan Spooner, Linda Jameson, Morag Hunter & Jeremy Colls, 
Wendy Fletcher, David & Ingrid Giles, Martin Smith, Adriana & John Fallon, 
Pauline Lumley, Maggie Walsh & Chris Wrigley, Liz Chant, Christine Gott, Jed 
Hillary, Maria Thompson, Mike Spalton, Karen & Peter Lewis. 

 
 

http://www.yorkshire-visitors-guide.com/colne-valley-walk.html
http://www.yorkshire-visitors-guide.com/colne-valley-walk.html
http://huddersfieldhistory.files.wordpress.com/2010/05/suffrage-walks.pdf
http://www.huddersfieldhistory.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/luddite-trail-leaflet-final.pdf
http://www.ysp.co.uk/media/editor/file/FD7967_YSP_What's%20On_Summer%202014%20WEB%20SMALL.pdf
http://www.ysp.co.uk/media/editor/file/FD7967_YSP_What's%20On_Summer%202014%20WEB%20SMALL.pdf
http://www.ysp.co.uk/parking
http://www.ashley-jackson.co.uk/pages/take-a-walk-with-ashley
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