
Rushcliffe Ramblers 
Weekend Away – Isle of Wight 

24-27 April 2015 
 

PROGRAMME 

 
 Below is the list of walks for the weekend.  You are invited to join in all the 

activities, but if you decide not to walk, please inform the walk leader so that the 

walk isn’t held up waiting for you.  Don’t forget to order your packed lunch for 

Saturday and Sunday at the same time as ordering the following day’s evening 

meal.  If you are an HF member, don’t forget to take your membership card to get 

10% discount in the bar. 

 

The Isle of Wight is reputed to be a wonderful place for walking with lots of trails 

and coastal paths. Hopefully we’ve put together an interesting programme that 

shows the Island off at its best. All the walks are from the doorstep of the hotel 

(unless you choose to do the afternoon, shorter walk on Saturday). 

 

Freshwater Bay is a small semi-circular 

cove at the foot of the garden of 

Freshwater Bay House. There is a pebble 

beach here, or better sandy beaches 

approximately 3 miles away at Totland 

Bay or Colwell Bay. Shops and banks are 

located in Freshwater village, about 30 

minutes’ walk away. 

 
Freshwater Bay Hotel 

 

Friday 24 April Meet at Freshwater Bay Hotel for an introduction to the Isle 

2.30pm of Wight walk. This is a short 3.75miles around Tennyson  

Down. Worth the steep climb for some of the best views on the 

Isle of Wight.  

140m/460feet of ascent. Walk leader: Keith 

 

After the walk enjoy tea and cakes courtesy of the Hotel 

 

7.15pm Evening meal, time to be confirmed on arrival 

 

Saturday 25 Today’s walk is 13miles, but if you want a shorter walk of  

9.30am/1.15pm approximately 6.5miles you can either walk half way and  

return on the bus or bus to Brighstone and join up with the group 

for an afternoon walk back to Freshwater Bay Hotel. For the 

short, afternoon walk, meet the group at Three Bishops at 

1.15pm.  



The outward stretch is in-land whereas the return is along the 

coast.  

 

Brighstone is a pretty village with thatched cottages built from 
local ‘clunch’ stone.  In North Street there is a row of cottages 
owned by the National Trust, one of which is used as a museum.  
Free entrance.   

370m/1215feet of ascent.  Walk leader: Martin 

 

Bus Times: The no 12 bus runs from Freshwater Bay Esplanade at 9.38 and 

11.38 arriving in Brighstone Three Bishops at 54 mins past the 

hour. 

 The return from Brighstone is at 14.02 and 16.02 arriving in 

Freshwater, on the Esplanade, at 20 mins past the hour. 

  

 PLEASE CHECK BUS TIMES BEFORE TRAVELLING. 

 

7.15pm Evening meal, time to be confirmed on arrival   

 

Sunday 26 Another 13miler; this time heading north to Yarmouth and then  

9.30am taking the coastal path around to Alum Bay and past the Needles  

before returning to Freshwater Bay.  

Yarmouth contains some of the oldest architecture on the island 
including the 16th century castle. The estuary of the River Yar 
attracts a wide number of birds, particularly at low tide when 
they fly in to feed. You may be lucky to spot a little egret, 
oystercatcher, brent goose, black tailed godwit or a redshank. You 
may also spot red squirrels in tree plantations along the way. 
440m/1440ft ascent.  Walk leader: Jeremy C 

 

10am A shorter walk, also heading to Yarmouth. 6.75 miles, with the  

opportunity to take lunch on the Grade II listed pier, built in 

1876 or at the castle. A shortened version of this walk is 

recommended by the I-of-W Ramblers.  

80m/260feet of ascent.  Walk leader: Keith 

 

7.15pm Evening meal, time to be confirmed on arrival 

 

Monday 27 From Freshwater Bay Hotel we’ll head north for the town of 

10.15am  Freshwater. 3.5 miles.  

 45m/150feet of ascent.   Walk leader: Angela 

 

After the walk join together in the Dandelion Café for a farewell lunch before 

heading for the ferry. 

 

Evening entertainment 

If anyone would like to watch a film after dinner, please let me know and I’ll get 

the equipment set up for you. 



The films I’ll have available are: The Imitation Game, Boyhood and The Grand 

Budapest Hotel. 

 

If you need to contact me whilst away, my mobile number is: 07973 142929 

 

Angela Dobie 

 

Participants on the weekend: 

Pam Duesbury, Jeremy Pratt, Elaine & John Robinson, Di & Stephen Matthews, 

Jeremy Colls, Morag Hunter, Adriana & John Fallon, Larraine & Keith Donovan, 

Alan Wilson, Joyce Ellis, Chriss Downer, Angela & James Dobie, Sue & Alan 

Shiret, Marjorie Jones, Anne Toombs, Jane Varlow, Christine Gott,  Mike Stock, 

Martin Smith, Brenda Bartle, Annie Benson, Qing Cheng, Maria Thompson, Ruth 

& Brian Palmer, Hazel Hilton, Jan Foulds, Karen & Peter Lewis. 

 

   
 


