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Rushcliffe Ramblers 
Weekend Away – Haltwhistle, Northumberland 

18-20 September 2015 

PROGRAMME 
 

 

The pretty town of Haltwhistle is just south of the Northumberland National 
Park and because of its geographical situation is known as the centre of 
Britain.  It is close to some of the most intact and spectacular stretches of 
Hadrian’s Wall, which we’ll be walking this weekend.  Market day is Thursdays 
for those arriving early.  It is also a 1hour drive to Gretna should you wish to 
tie the knot! 
 
Hadrian’s Wall, built on the Whin Sill, a great natural feature of crumpled rock 
caused by volcanic action, stretching right across the country, was named 
after the Roman Emperor Publius Hadrianus Augustus.  He ordered the 

building of the wall in 122AD 
and it was finished within 6 
years. Over the following 
century it was upgraded from 
turf and timber to stone before 
it was eventually plundered 
and crumbled. Along the route 
were built milecastles and 
turrets. Every Roman mile, 
based on 1000 double paces 
(approx 1620 yards compared 

with 1760 yards to an English mile) the soldiers built a milecastle, which could 
hold up to 20 men. There are 80 milecastles along the Wall. Turrets, built into 
the curtain of the Wall were normally spaced at one third of a Roman mile 
between milecastles, thus two turrets between each milecastle. Finds along 
the wall suggest that turrets were workshops. 
The Hadrian’s Wall path was opened in 2003 and covers 84 miles; it is 
undulating and can be strenuous in places. There are some simple rules 
we must follow whilst walking the Wall:  

    

Don’t climb up or walk on the Wall (there’s only one place where walking 
on the Wall is acceptable) 
Don’t walk in single file; walk side by side as this has less impact on 
erosion. If there is a line worn in the grass, walk alongside it. 
Avoid walking on lumps, bumps and grassy ridges, as these may be 
buried archaeology. See www.nationaltrail.co.uk 

 

Friday 18 September 
We’ll start the weekend with lunch either at the pub where you can buy a 
sandwich or a snack or at the picnic area at Allen Banks. 
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From 12.30 Meet at the Anchor, John Martin Street, Haydon Bridge 
NE47 6AB, situated on the banks of the River Tyne. Don’t forget to 
leave time to travel the 5miles (12 mins) to Allen Banks to arrive for 
the start of the walk at 2.30pm.. 

 
From 1pm  Meet at the National Trust picnic area, Allen Banks which is 

signed from the A69, approx 4 miles east of Haltwhistle. It is   
situated in the former walled garden of Ridley Hall.  There are 
parking charges or free to NT members. 

 
2.30pm   5miles Walk Allen Banks and Staward Gorge (non-reccied) 

leaders: Karen & Peter  Mobile no: 07881 722165 
Meet at the National Trust car park, Allen Banks (see above for 
directions)  
An easy walk along the River Allen as it flows through a heavily 
wooded gorge.  There are some short but steepish ascents and 
descents and 18 stiles. On the way we’ll visit Staward Peel to see 
the ruins of a medieval gatehouse and pele tower. On the return we 
cross a Victorian suspension bridge, but don’t worry there will be 
plenty of help and encouragement for those who feel a little 
nervous. 

 
7.30pm Evening Meal: Centre of Britain Hotel, Main Street 
 A pre-order is required.  Please send me your food order by email 

by Tuesday 1 September and your cheque, made payable to the 
Centre of Britain Hotel for the full amount, to be received by 
Tuesday 14 September. 

 
Saturday 19 September 
Our walks today will be to and along Hadrian’s Wall with a choice of a long 
route with an opt-out to return on the Wall bus (provided timings coincide) or 
a shorter route. 
Long route 
9.30am 11.5 miles Hadrian’s Wall and Milecastles 

Walk leader: Martin assisted by Mike St 
Meet in the Market Square, Main Street (close to the Centre of 
Britain Hotel).   
We’ll leave Haltwhistle in a north-easterly direction heading for 
Hadrian’s Wall at Caw Gap.  We’ll then follow the wall in a westerly 
direction as far as Holme Head, returning to Haltwhistle via 
Greenhead.  
The walk can be shortened by catching the Wall bus back to 
Haltwhistle; buses leave the Greenhead Hotel at 14.58 and 16.58.  
The bus timetable is attached, but please check times. 

 
 Bring a packed lunch: sandwiches can be purchased from Beano’s 

Sandwiches, Main Street, open from 8am, the Co-op on Westgate 
or Sainsbury’s at The Mart. 
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Short Route  
9.30am 6 miles Walk leader: Jeremy P assisted by Pam 
 Meet in the Market Square, Main Street (close to the Centre of 

Britain Hotel). 
The short walk will leave Haltwhistle with the longer walkers 
making for the Wall.  At turret 428 the route leaves the Wall turning 
south and heading back into Haltwhistle.   
 
Lunch may be taken back in Haltwhistle. 

 
7.30pm Evening Meal at Milecastle Inn, Military Road NE49 9NN 
 A pre-order is required.  Please send me your food order by email 

by Tuesday 1 September and your cheque made payable to the 
Milecastle Inn for the full amount to be received by Tuesday 14 
September. 

 
 The Milecastle Inn is situated just outside Haltwhistle and can be 

reached by car or via a pleasant walk along the Haltwhistle Burn. If 
travelling by car, please fill up your seats or offer return seats to 
those who may have walked to the Inn.  If you’d like to walk, 
please meet by Sainsbury’s, The Mart at 6.45pm. If you wish to 
book a taxi for the return journey, please make an advanced 
booking as they are very busy Saturday nights. Diamond Private 
Hire 07597 641222 or Sproul Taxis 01434 321064 

 
Sunday 20 September 
10am 5.2 miles Housesteads and Wall walking 

Walk leader Mike Sp with Jack K9 
Meet at Housteads Visitor Centre car park; approx 7 miles east of 
Haltwhistle on the B6318 grid ref: 794684. Cost £4 to all visitors. 
From the car park we’ll walk to Housesteads, the best preserved of 
all the Roman Forts and then turn east to meet up with the Wall.  
Said to be the most dramatic part of the Wall with stunning views 
and a crossing with the Pennine Way. Some strenuous climbs, but if 
you’d like to cut out some of the climbs and make the walk shorter, 
Mike will advise you on how to get back to Housesteads. 
Bring a snack for coffee break. 

  
After the walk visit Housesteads Fort, owned by the National Trust and 
managed by English Heritage. Opening times: 10.00am to 6.00pm. Entrance 
fee: adults £6.60, concessions £6.00. NT and English Heritage members: free.  
There is a coffee shop in the Visitors Centre for snacks before leaving for 
home.  
 
For a street map of Haltwhistle go to: 
https://www.google.com/maps/@54.972084,-2.4601575,16z?hl=en-US 
and zoom in for a better view. 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/@54.972084,-2.4601575,16z?hl=en-US
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If you decide not to join in any of the walks can you either let me know or the 
walk leader so that we’re not kept waiting for you. 
 
If you need to contact me my mobile is: 07973 142929 and I’m stopping at 
Ashcroft B&B. 
 
Haltwhistlers: 
Elaine & John Robinson, Angela & James Dobie, Morag Hunter, Jeremy Colls, Maggie Walsh, 

Chris Wrigley, Mike Spalton, Larraine & Keith Donovan, Pam Duesbury, Jeremy Pratt, Karen & 

Peter Lewis, Barbara Spencer, Martin Smith, Mike Stock, Adriana & John Fallon, Heather 
Pendleton, Dawn Stuart, Rosemary Stephens, Wendy Fletcher, Jed Hillary. 

 
I think that’s all.  Enjoy your weekend in Haltwhistle 
 
Angela Dobie 


